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THE TREATY GETS

ANOTHER AIRING.
Principal Topic of Discussion in

ths Senate Yesterday.

CHAIRMAN MORGAN'S REPORT

The President Called Upon Tor Informa¬

tion Several Treaties Itntlfled The

Uny-Puiiucafbto Treaty Dlscnssed by
Senatorr. Pornlccr ami 31 organ Report
of Chairman Morgan of tho Senate Com¬

mittee on Inter-Oceanic Canals Conflr-
niatlon Nominations Short Session of

the House.

(By Telegraph to Virginian-Pilot.)
Washington; Dee. 13..Again today

the Senate Had under discussion the
Hay-l'auucefotc treaty in executive
session. Mo business of consequence
¦was transacted in o|»en session. Mr.
TU Iman (South Carolina), read the fol-
lowlrig rcsölul Ion.
''Resolved. That the President be and

Is hereby requested, if not In his judg¬
ment Incompatible with public interest,
to furnish the Senate all Information
and copies of all correspondence l»o-
twecn this government and the govern¬ment of Columbia, showing what stops!have been taken by tills government to"
secure a treaty between the two gov¬ernments or it modification by Colum¬bia of existing treaties or concessions
with the view securing Id the United{States ihe right to construct n canal
over the territory of Colombia, be¬
tween the Atlantic: and Pacific oceans."
At 12:80 the Senat': wont into execu-live session. |F(IVE TREATIES RATIFIED.
The Senate then ratified live treatiesof comparatively little consequence.These included an agreement supple¬mentary to the Hay-Pauncefole treatyitself and extending the time withinwhich it may be ratified; Under thottrms of the original treaty the timetoe ratification expired five months hgö.Tlio agreement favorably passed upontoday extends the time until the Uhof March.
The other treaties ratified were nsfollows: I3xtending Cor one year thetime within which tle> commet ialtreaty with the Argentine Republicmay be rntlflcd and the same <. tension.for the treaty with Clreat Britain forrcclproaity with Jamaica. The new ex¬tradition treaties with Bolivia andlira 7.11.
MR. TILLMANS RESOLUTION.
The resolution Offorefd earlier In theday by Mr. Tillman was then agreed i:i>

after being amende.I at the instance
of S< iiator Morgan, so as to also call
for all the correspondence with thePanama Canal Company, Including alloffers on the part of the company, amiall negotiations with it. concerning thePanama canal.
The friends of the Ifay-Pauncefotcoccupied most of the time in the con¬sideration of that treaty. SenatorsFornker and Morgan being the speak¬ers.

IUOUT TO DISCRIMINATE.
Senuitor Bard, of California, gavenotice of an amendment he will offerto the treaty providing Una the UnitedStates shall have the right to ..dis¬criminate In favor of American goods jshipped through ili>- cannl if Americanvessels are ungaged in coastwisetrade."
Sohalor Fornkcr's speech was a de¬fense of the Hay-Paunccfolo treaty,and he too!; occasion t<> praise in highterms Secretary Hay.
Senator^Morgah traversed much'ofthe ground he had already covered. Hesaid that 'the ratification of the Haytreaty Is a debt we owe t<> Nicaraguaand Costa Rica. Those countries, iithey should see lit, might rise up amirefuse to allow us to do anything;heme wc could not afford to do any¬thing that would offend them.At 3115 p. m. the Senat.- adjourned.
CHAIRMAN MORGAN'S REPORT.
(By Telegraph to Virginian-Pilot.)Washington, Deo. 13..Senator Mor¬

gan, chairman bf the Senate committee
on Inter-ocoanh canals, to which wnsreferred the preliminary report" of theisthmian canal ctunmrsslon today sub¬mitted v. partial report thereon In eon-neotion with <ho protocols of agree¬ment with Costa IVca and Nicaragua,relating to tho profpsed canal, whicli
were submitted recently to the Sen¬
ate. The report Bays the statement of
the Walker commission and the pro¬tocols referred to have a direct bear-'ing upon v.'hai is known as the Hep¬burn hill, now "ii fa S.mite calendar.
That bill is a declaration of the policy
of the L'nlteol States." the report!reads, "for a canal mule* control of
this government. It Is the law of ne-
cesslty, rather than tho expectation of
profit or advantage to tle United
States, that compels us to tonstruct,
own and control a ship canal throughCosta Rica and Nicaragua, uul the
geographical relation of those Sales to
our country, and the <prcstlgeW the
United States among American gov¬
ernments point t » us as Ike l'»wc. that
must Incur the expenditure and 1>» in.
vested with the authority t.» coitrol
the canal as a marine h::;hway vVr
Ships of all nations.
"As tho basis and condition pro<>.

dent of the accomplishment of th\
great task of duty the United Staitei
must first acquire from CobUi Kica
and Nicaragua, by agreement, the
rlrrht to construct, own. control and
manage the canal. In doing this we
intis! fully recognize their soveroHfn In¬
dependence anil authority over tbosi<
countries respectively, and deal with
them without tir.y attempt at en¬
croachment on their national rlt his."
The report proceeds:

A FATAL A CT.
"Tlio acquisition of the sovereign

ownership of a tract, of country, in¬
cluding ihn Hue otf the canal, would
separate Nicaragua Into two parts, be¬
tween which ti)o sovereignty of the
United Siuti-s would be Interposed.
"An act more fatal to her autonomy

cannot be conceived; and It her gov.«
erir.r.em had the power to do this under

her constitution, which forbids anycession of territory to u foreign.stale,the severance of her teritory by such
mutilation WOUld destroy its territorialIntegrity and with it the republic.Such an effort is beyond the purposeof the House bill and is unnecessary totlie enjoyment of any privilege or rightthat relates to the ownership, control
or management ol the canal.

"If the Senate shall concur with theHouse |n the passage of this bill It willbp a movement of such force as willdraw after it the settlement of,any In1ternationni difficulties that may cxisi,without friction or danger to the peaceand good will thai exists between theUnited States and other nations."
Attention is directed to a treaty be¬tween Great Britain and Nicaraguathat contains the Identical provisionsor our treaty of isu;. "if that treatyremains," the report says. ''Nicaragua

cannot grant us the ownership, control
and management of a canal in her ter¬
ritory that is free front oil military in¬terference of control by Great Britain."The report discusses at length the
operation or the Clayton-Bulwer treatyand refers to the pending Hay-Pauiico-fote treaty.
"The Senate engaged In a negotia¬tion with Great Britain, which may

or may not result in tin agreement,
cannot afford to refuse to cohsld sr ri
bill ::¦> Important to the country as tho
House mii Nu. 2638, merely to await the
pleasure of one-third of that body. The
Senate, as a part of the treaty making
power, has no more just right to sus¬
pend legislation on this subject than
lb" President, who Is the other part of
that'power. has to suspend legislation
by his order."
The report says that Costa Rica und

Nicaragua were not prohibited by the
Claytoh-Bulwer treaty from disposingof canal privileges, or their entire ter¬
ritory, if their people so desire,' to the
United States or to any other power,for the reason that 'they arc not parties
to that treaty. If sind» was the pur¬
pose of that treaty it failed, not only
for thnlt reason, bul also because it was
a flagrant usurpation on the part of the
great nations that made tho agree-
monl nnd was condemned, as It still Is
reprobated by the mornlfty of nations.

CONFIRMED.
Tito Senate has confirmed the nomi¬

nation of John \V. Yerkes. of Kcn-
tucky, to be commissioner of internal
revcii tie.

NOMINATIONS.
Washington, D. C. Dee. iS.-The

President today nominated John . '.
Alelshmhn, of Pennsylvania, now Min¬ister to Switzerland, to be United
States Minister lo Turkey; Al'thUH S.
Hardy, of New Hampshire, now Minis¬
ter t<> Greece, Roumunla and Bervlo, to
bo Minister to Switzerland: Charles S.
Francis, of New York, to be Minister
to Greece. Roumunln and Scrvln.

SHORT SESSION OF HOUSE.
Washington, Dec. IS .The House de¬

voted the ay lo District of Columbia
business. The whole time was occu¬pied in the consideration of a bill to
«.it.- nge the terminal facilities of the
Pennsylvania Railroad In this city and
lo provide for the elevation of Its
trucks across the Mall south of Penn¬sylvania avenue. The oppostlon* was
persistent, but after much filibusteringI he friends cd' the bill succeeded In se-
curirig a recess until II o'clock tomor¬row to continue consideration ot thebill.

NEW HOME.
Washington, Dec. 18..RepresentativeRichardson, of Alabama, today intro¬

duced ill tho House n. bill to establish
n Soldiers' Home for disabled Union
and Confederate soldiers, at Huntsvillc,Alabama.

LONDON'S CHANGE.

LORD SALISBURY DElVTVERS AN¬
OTHER ADDRESS.

(By Teicgrnpb to Virginian-Pilot.)
London, Dec. 18..At the annual con¬

ference of the National union of Con¬
servative Associations today Lord Sal¬
isbury, commenting on the remarkable
change of London from a radical to ustronghold, remarked that the onlyradicalism remaining was found wherethe burning question was the housing
of the poor. The Conservatives, lie
added, could not more aeeiiiaiely main¬
tain their hold on tin- public than bydevoting their whole power to remov¬
ing Ibis scandal of civilization the
suffering many working people bad to
undergo from the pitiable nccommodn-
lions, ami providing edequute, healthful
habitations for tho poor. Alluding to
the wdr, Lord Salisbury said if theywished Id sustain the Empire and
maintain the glory id' England untar¬nished their efforts must not be slack¬
ened until Ibis great enterprise WHS
carried out, for on the Issue thereof
depended the glory and perpetuity of
the Empire.

It might require n strenuous effort
and great sncrlfli o. The present was
n period of some anxiety.

"\\"e," said the premier, "do nol
know exactly what has taken plncc.We
earnestly hope the issue may be better
than tho beginning. Hut we have (o
push II through. Maybe there are mat¬
ters which have not been explained,
and when explained it may be- subject
of scrutiny as to the steps, wherebythe present results have reached. But,
we must spare n<> effort whereby the
glory and the maintenance of our Em¬
pire may bo achieved."

THE MEW WARSHIPS.

NEWPORT NEWS WILL TU'ILK A
BATTLES I 111*.

(By Telegraph id Virginian-Pilot.)
Washington, Dec. IS..The Hoard of

Navy Construction, considering the
bids for the construction of battleships
and cruisers, lias settled these points:
One of the big armored cruisers snail
go to Cramps, one to Newport News
and one to the Union Iron Works In
California. One battleship shall go to
the Fore River Engine Works at Quin-
cy, Mass.

MAY GET TWO MORE.
This leaves seven ships<to be disposed

it, and while in view of the fact that
mother meeting of the board is to be
hi !. !i U- not possible to make the pre¬diction with absolute dc< uracy, the |ri-
dli ions ore thai these will be distri¬
bute as follows: One cruiser and one
batUshlp to cramps, making three for
them one cruiser and one battleship
t" Nv. port New s, making Ihn e forthorn:Wc cruiser and one battleship
to ithe inloii Iron Works, making three
for th< », and one battleship ,to the
Bath irc\ Works. There is still a pos-dlity Mi» Moran Brothers, of Seattle,
.¦.;>.¦ get be baitbship slated for theI Union iro Works.

BRABANT'S FORCE
RETIRED WITH LOSS.

Boers Cross the Orange River
Into Cape Colony.

GEN. CLEMENTS' REPULSF.

UctntlH of tlio Late Disn»trou» Dofeal of the
llrltlfth at Xooitgcdnchl Indicate Thai
Kntiro Force Narrowly Rscancd Cap-
laro.Tho liners, Alter Their Retreat,
Hold Prayer Meeting and Snag Uyintm
Colonel Legge's Splendid Itrarory Lord
Kitohcner Koportx Wounded Doing n ell

<By Telegraph to Vlrglnian-Pllot.)
Cape Town, Dec. 18..The Boers who

crossed the Orange river Into Capo
Colony west of Aliwal North on Sat¬
urday encountered the Cape Kittes and
Brabant's force, who retired with loss.
THE LATE BRITISH DEFEAT*.
Johannesburg, Monday, Poo. 17..De¬

tails of the defeat of the British at
Nooltgedacht Indicate that GeneralClements' entire force had a narrow
escape from capture. The Boer plans
were splendidly laid. If the mainBritish column had tarried a little lon¬
ger there would have been a complete
success for the Boers, who exposedthemselves undauntedly, yelling and
waving their arms. Their rushes were
only stemmed by artillery.

BOERS SANG HYMNS.
After the British retreat the Boorsheld a prayer meeting. Their hymnscould ho heard by the retiring British.All accounts indicate a heavy I'.oef

loss.
A BRAVE OFFICER.

Colonel Legge exhibited splendid
bravery. He shot five Boers with his
revolver before he fell with three bul¬
lets in his body.

WOUNDED DOING WELL.
London. Dec. IS..Lord Kitchener, in

a dispatch from Pretoria, dated po-

. REV. DR. JOSEPH PARKER.
This Is London's gronl pulp" orator, the Rev. Dr. Joseph Parker who Is(his week trying a Sheldon xperiinent. rniii Saturday lie will nil tho editorialchair of the London Gvcnihg Sun and will try to show the Rev Charles MSheldon how a religious dally should be run.

" * 1

cember 17, reports thai nil tl>-- British
wounded in tlio engagement ill Noplt-
gedacht iiave arrived there and are
doing well,

SLOWLY FÖHCKD BACK.
London, Dec. 1»..'VTho Boers have

raided Cape Colony at two separate
points, one hundred miles distant,"
says tho Capo Town correspondent of
tlio Doily Mall. "One commando ad¬
vanced upon Phllipstown, between
COleburg and Klriiberley, The other,
supposed to bo Herseoges Commando,
crossed the Orange river between
Odcndal Stoom and Belitulc, northwest
of Burghorsdorp, Its objective appur-
ehly being Cradpck.
.(on.-ml MacOonnld is engaging the

Invaders, who have no guns, twenty
miles west of Burgliersdorpi The latest
news is that they are being slowly forc¬
ed back to the Orange river, where a
warm reception is being prepared for
them."

Franco Adopts Amnesty.
(By Telegraph to Virglnlan-Pilot.)
Paris, Dec. 19..ö:20 a. m..The

Chamber of Deputies, after an all
nlghit session, adopted the amnesty
bill by a vote of 156 to 3. Tin- bene¬
fits of the measure extend to offenses
connected with strikes, public meet¬
ings of associations and the troubles in
Algeria in 1807-98, in addition to cases
arising out of Ithe Dreyfus agnation;

A S.ifo Dvnnmitod.
(By Telegraph to Virginian-Pilot.)
Charleston, S. C., Dee. IS..The safe

of Dicks «fc Sally, a linn nt Sally, a
small town in Orangeburg county, was
blown Qpen with dynamite at ;! o'clock
ibis mottling and $7,01)0 In currency ami
gold was taken. !< tsldes mortgages, etc.,amounting to $2,000.

THE SUPREME COURT
IS TO DETERMINE

The Status of Porto Rico and the
Philippines.

ARGUMENTS OF ATTORNEYS.
Counsel For Appellants Contend That tln<

Power lo Govern Territory Acquired l>y
United States is Delegated t>. Congress
1>y tho Constitution and Limited mul tlio
Limits Imposed Cnnnol He Transcended
.The Imposition of Customs Ilnlloa
Upon Commerce Between Those tsluuds
and TIlii Country Is Illegal.

(By Telegraph to virglnlnn-Pllot.)
Washington. Dee. is..Arguments In

the Porto Woo-Philippines eases, in¬
volving the status of those countries
to the United States were resumed In
tho United States Supreme Court to¬
day. Mr. Perkins, of counsel for appel¬
lants, denied that the constitution in
itself extended to the territories by
de< luring that it was an inanimate BUb-
stnncc, lacking the powers of locomo¬
tion.
CITIZENS OF UNITED STATES.
Justice While asked if Mr. Perkins"

contention would lead him to the con¬
clusion thai Immediately upon the
making of a treaty ceding territory to
the United States every person horn
in that territory after the date of ces¬
sion became Ipso jure a citizen of the
United States.

.Mr. Perkins answered that undoubt¬
edy persons born in the territory after
lite cession and subject to the jurisdic¬
tion of the United Stales were eltU
Kens of the United States.

Mr. Perkins said the limitations of
his answer was Intended to cover spe¬
cial circumstances, relating to Indians
and uncivilised people. .'The people of
the Unite,! Sta'tcs in and by the con¬
stitution," Mr. Perkins concluded, "or-

gnnizcd and erected on nnd on the
same government of defined and liin-Itqd powers for ull people who mightInhabit wiiiiin the dominion <>f thenation. The whole purpose and theoryof constitution is the establishment in
a permanent form, unalterable exceptby the people themselves, of funda¬
mental principles of government appli¬cable in all time and in every place.

THE POWER TO GOVERN.
"The power to govern the people in-habiting the territory of the nation,which is delegated by the Constitutionto Congress, Is limited and lined by theConstitution, and Congress cannottranscend the limits imposed."The Constitution limits the powersof Congress to impose taxation by tin-mandate that all duties, impost.-, ami

excesses shall be uniform throughoutthe entire domain of the UnitedStates."
Mi:. HARMAN'S CONTENTION.
Mr. Harmon, of counsel for the ap¬pellant in tin- Philippine case, argued:"By the treaty of pence between theUnited States and Spain, tie- Philip¬pines hi came a part of the I'tiit.-dStates; the government und the citi¬

zens of the United States both entersatd Islands under the Authority of theconstitution with their respectiverights defined nnd marked out: theformer can exercise not power over !!:..
person or property of a citizen of theUnited Stales beyond what that Instru¬
ment confers, nor lawfully deny anytight which it has reserved."Being a part of the United Statesthe Philippine islands are subject tothe provisions of clause 1,; section 8.article t and of clauses 5 and G. section
9, article 1, of the Constitution of theUnited Stat'-s. Am' as there is noth¬
ing differently stipulated in the treatyWith respect to commerce it became in- I

stantly bound nnd privileged by the
luwa which Congress had passed to
raise u revenue Crom duties on Importsnnd tonnage.
PRESIDENT WITHOUT AUTHOR¬

ITY.
. The President of the United States

has no legislative power. The Imposi¬tion of customs duties upon commercebetween these Islands and other partsof the United States after the treatyof pence and exchange of raiflcutiohsby legislative Order is without lawful
authority, und the seizure of the prop¬erty of the plaintiff In error, a citizen
of the United states, under such pro¬tended authority, constitutes a takingof his property without due process oflaw." .

ATTORNEY GENERAL'S ARGU¬
MENT.

Attorney General Griggs began his
argument for the government late this
afternoon, ll frequently emphasizedhis points with resounding knocks ohthe table. The Attorney General eon-
tended thai the United States lias the
power to acquire territory; then to
govern It: that administration con¬struction, Congressional action and ju¬dicial precedent affirm that every portin a ceded country is prbperl) regarded
us foreign Until laws arc extended byCongress to the new possessions; thatthe clause of the constitution of theUnited States de, taring duties uniformthroughout the United States Is not in¬
explicable to new possessions, and thatthe constitution does not extend of its
ow n force over acquired territory.lie laid down as established the twofoilow lag propositions,:

(l.) That the tariff act of i<07 was In¬tended by Congress to classify as for¬eign all countries not a part or belong;Ing to the United States at the time ofIts possession, and the subsequent ccs-slon of the Spanish islands to the Uni¬ted States did not operate to admitimports from those islands free of dutyunder thai law: (2) thai (he tat iff net
so construed ami enforced violates noconstitutional rule of uniformity.

Till: PARIS TREATY;
Tho Attorney General declared thatthere was no doubt that It was the in¬

tention ,.f tit,. Paris treaty not to maketpo ceded Islands .' ban of the United
States and also that It was intended
iufi to make the Inhabitants of theseislands citizens, The only thine; thatcould Justify the declaration that the
treaty is invalid would be that it vio¬
la, es the constitution of the United
Stales.
Ho said that the practical construc¬tion put upon the constitution by theexecutive and Congressional branches

of the government for a hundred yearshas. with one partial exception, beenuniform in regarding acquired terri¬
tory as neither bound nor privileged bythat Instrument until brough, within
its operation, either by express com¬
pact in the treaty or by not of Con¬
gress; nnd that acts of Congress do notappt) to after-acquired territory until
extended to It by its subsequent legis¬lative enactment.
"The conceded power to acquire prop¬

el ty by treaty or by conquest," be said."Includes the riebt to proscribe what
terms the United Slates will agree to
in fixing the future status of Its Inhabi;la.its." and he cited the native Indian
tribes as cases In point. He asserted
that "the treaty-making power of the
government has exercised the riebt to
deal with (he status of the inhabitants
of ceded territory in every treaty of
cession from IS03 to 1898; and that Mils;practice Is entirely at variance with,
the doctrine that 'the constitution fol¬
lows the Hag.' "

THE PHILIPINOS'
A SMALT. ENGAGEMENT RE¬
TURNING VOLUNTEERS . RE¬
NEWED ACTIVITY EX¬

PECTED.
(By Telegraph to VirginInn-Pilot.!
Manila. D< IS. Lieut. Herbert !,.

Evans, of the FOrty-fourth Volunteer
Infantry Regiment, wBili llfty men. at¬
tacked December 12 several hundred
bnlomon and fifty Insurgents armed
with rifles, occupying ah entrenched
position at Tonoxlgan, Island of Cebu.
The Americans had three men wound¬
ed and the enemy lost twelve men kill¬
ed and many wounded.
THE VOLUNTEER REGIMENTS.
The vobit, oer regiments will pro¬

ceed to ..! United States to be mus¬
tered out in the same order as they
arrived in the Philip] lite Islands. They
will be replaced by regulars provided
by the army bill. Tne Thlrty-Bovcnth
Volunteer Regiment, which is'to begin
the homeward movement by embark¬
ing on New Year's ''ay, will be brought
from the Laguhn do Ray district and
will sail on tho transport Sheridan. The
w omen and sick sol Her« who were to
sail on tb.- Sheridan will leave on the
Warren Saturday. Tho Eleventh Cav¬
alry, which Is to follow tin- Twenty-
seventh Volunteer Regiment, will be
transferred hero from Cumarine.-! prov¬
ince, arid will still January l"» on the
Monde. The Twenty-sixth Regiment,
which bee.in service lie- earliest, in
.Inly, 1899, is now in the province of
I locos, but will bo transported here
soon.
Tho officers of tho regular army hold¬

ing commissions in volunteer regiments
will be ret: i:i I in tllö Philippines, and
volunteer Oflli Tfl on special duty will
be relieved only on the authority of
headquarter!.
Arms, ammunition, equipment, stores

and animals will be transferred to di¬
vision headquarters, excepting a hun¬
dred rifles, a bun ire Cartridge belts
and five thousan ! fem.Is of ammuni¬
tion per regiment. The men w ill retain
their haversacks nnd utensils. Volun¬
teers desiring to base the s.-rvlee nnd
remain in the Philippines will be al¬
lowed to do po. Enlisted natives will
be discharged.
RENEWED ACTIVITY EXPECTED.

It is believed that tho temporary de¬
pletion of irihriy posts ami the check-
Ing. 6*fIdporatlons w ill result in renewed
Insurgent activity. The announcement
this afternoon of the early commence¬
ment of the Bonding horn-' of the vol¬
unteers caused surprise. General
Hughes reports that 21.000 persons In
the Island of Pahay have sworn allegi
ance to the United States.

WUircIrr and Suicltlo.
(Hy Telegraph to Virginian-Pilot.)
Bedford, Ph., Dec. 18..Arthur Spear

Metzgar, a stained ujass manufacturer,
of Newark. N. .!.. shot and almost in¬
stantly killed bis wife. Elsie Dinsmnrt:
Metzgar, it Hopewell/Bfedford county,
early this morning and then shot him¬
self, dying in a few minutes.

THE CHINESE GIVE
ALLIES TROUBLE.

Effect of Agreement Reached By
Ministers is Not Satisfactory.
WHAT THE ALLIES NEGLECTED

Having Failed to Close Arsenal* nnil F:\c-

lorles at llnukow and SliauguaJ nnd
Check Transmission of Supplies, Tune
Full Saug Clin Supply Ills Army-Field
Mnrshnl Von Wahlerse« Divides l'ekln

Neighborhood Districts For I'atrol
Duty-Win( tho American* Get.

(By Telegraph to Vtrglnlan-Pilot.)
London, Dec. IS..A Pekln dispatch

to tho Pall Mall Gazette, dated Decem¬
ber 17. says:
"Tho situation has not improved by

the representatives of the powers hav¬
ing reached an agreement; as the scope
of the negotiations is limited and the
off. et is neutralized. The allies haveneglected to. close the arsenals andfactories at Bunko Wand and Shanghaiand have failed to check the trans¬
mission of supplies of ammunition to
the Chinese. Tum; Kuh Slang thus hasthe opportunity of rallying and equip¬
ping ids army. He has secured thewhole of the movements of troops. It
will bo necessary to give the militaryoperations of the allies a wider area."
Rome, Dec. is..A l'ekln dispatch,dated today, says the ministers at

l'ekln will meet tomorrow, when prob¬ably a final agreement will be readied
as to the text of the joint Chinese note.
ASSIGNMENT OP DISTRICTS,

l'ekln. Dec. IS..Count Von Walder-
see has Issued an order assigningvarious districts In the neighborhood of
Pekln for supervision to the militaryrepresentatives of the various powers.The order says that the extent to
which the co-operation of the Frenchand American troops can be depended
upon is a matter to be determined by
agreements made with the generals
commanding these forces.
Under the plan the United states

troops -.v ill supervise the district south-
oast of Pekln, from the road to Tshang-Tshnng to the road extending from
Nnku-Krin to Ho Si Wti.

CHINESE FORCES.
Count WAldcrsee says he knows that

there Is a considerable force of Chinese
under General Ma In the northern partof the province of Shan SI. and an¬
other sou h of Tshang-Tshang; but
during tho severe winter that has now-
set in he does not expect any aggres¬sive Chinese movement. On the other
hand, wherever the allies leave a dis¬
trict for any length of time bands of
robbers and Boxers will congregate.For this reason the field marshal de¬
sires the co-operation of all the allies
to cover the various districts with
strong patriots.

It is now understood that a meetingof the foreign envoys will be held to¬
morrow.

A GLOOMY OUTLOOK.
London. Dec. IS.."An experienced

general with whom 1 conversed today,"
says the l'ekln correspondent of the
Morning Post, writing Monday, "con¬
siders a settlement by next spring im¬probable. He foresees some danger of
complications here that will disturb the
pence of Kuropo."

Till: DOWAGER'S FAVORITE.
London, Dee; in. -"It is reported fromSian-Ku." says the Shanghai corre¬

spondent of the Standard, "thill thoreal director of the grand council is theEmpress Dowager's favorite eunuch.Li Lien Yuong, Who W'us erroneouslyreported dead last April. Me is respon¬sible for the general confusion arid in¬
decision. His latest suggestion is that
the court should proceed to Nankin.
"General Tung Ku Hslang is said tobe still at Slan K.U. An Imperial de¬

cree authorizes the governors of the
provinces of Shan si and Sheh si to
sell titles and decorations for the ben-
etit of sufferers from famine."

PROPOSAL SUPPORTED.
London, lice. 19.."Great Britain's

proposed alterations in the preambleof the joint note have been practicallyaccepted by all the powers." says thePekln correspondent of the Daily Mall,
wiring Monday. "Both Russia and
Japan, whose support was regarded asdoubtful have agreed." only the at¬
titude of the United Slates remains
as yet not dearly defined; but the
acquiescence of America is anticipated
an i it is probable that the loint note
will be signed and delivered to the
Chinese plenlpotentries within three
or four days.
The German Minister has warmly

supported the British proposal.
WILL RESTORE PROPERTY.

Paris. Pec. IS..The government has
decided that alt Objects, unless ma¬
terial of war. which have been seized
or shall ! seized by the French expe¬
ditionary force in China shall be re¬
stored, whether belonging to the Chi¬
nese government or to private Indi¬
viduals.

Plant nnd Cnrs Burned-
(By Telegraph to Virginian-Pilot.)
Jackson, Miss.. Dec. is..The plant of

tie- Brookhnveh Lumber and Manufac¬
turing Company and ten freight cars of
the Illinois Central Railroad were de¬
stroyed by lire here this morning. The
h 83 Is about $40,000.
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